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Local audience enjoys circus

(Left) Trapeze artist Simone Dykes is suspended above the ground in the Culpepper and Merriweather Circus at the Lyons High School parking 
lot. (Right) A local girl enjoys some entertainment with a toy at the circus.                                                                    (Photos by Godfrey Miheso)

By Godfrey Miheso

Lyons news intern

Lyons dwellers had a 
glimpse of  a rebirth of the 
lost tradition June 2 at the 
High school’s parking lot. 

Performers from the 
Culpepper and Merri-
weather Circus of Hugo, 
Okla staged a memorable 
circus show that saw 
a variety of fun family 
activities including horse 
riding, face painting and 
circus entertainment.

The most eye-catching 
display was performed by 
Clay Keys, who com-
manded and worked 
swiftly with the big cats. 

It was evident with 
the turnout and positive 
response by the audience 
to have been an interest in 
such a community- based 
entertainment that has 
common 40 years ago.

The crew remained 

busy the entire day 
from setting up the 
stage to the circus, 
which features more 
than half of the crew.

By the end of first part 
of the show, the weather 
was right for a cold drink 
and ice cream. The crew 
passed out plenty of raffle 
tickets for such snacks.

The 27 crew mem-
bers have been visiting 
small towns across the 
nation and said they 
were pleased with the 
turnout in their first 
appearance in Lyons.

The circus was fam-
ily friendly and had the 
feel of a variety show.

Culpepper and Mer-
riweather Circus per-
former Simone Dykes 
said the circus plans to 
visit Lyons again next 
year and keep the circus 
tradition alive and well.

The 2010 Sum-
mer Reading Program, 
“Make a Splash, Read,” 
began June 3 with the 
session theme, Pirates 
of the See-a-Librarian. 

Pirates are known 
for making waves, 
making trouble, and 
making great stories.

The third through 
fifth-grade students 
met at 1 p.m.  

Books read were 
“The Erie Canal Pirates,” 
by Eric Kimmel; “Do 
Pirates Take Baths?” 
by Kathy Tucker; and 
“A Pirates Quest,” by 
Laura and Robert Sams.  

The study of pirates 
continued as participants 
practiced talking like a 
pirate. The new skills 
were used as pirate 

messages were writ-
ten in a self constructed 
cootie catcher.  The 
session wrapped up 
with a game of pin the 
parrot on the pirate. 

At 2:30 p.m., the kin-
dergarten through second 
grade students heard 
“The No-Good Do-Good 
Pirates,” by Jim Kraft; 
“Do Pirates Take Baths?” 
by Kathy Tucker; and 
“How I Became a Pi-
rate,” by Melinda Long.  

Staff members, 
Kindra Rowley, Anna 
Hueston, and Emily 
Cress taught the children 
some pirate sayings as 
the participants made 
silly pirate face crafts.  
The session ended with 
a lively game of mak-
ing waves. A blanket 

served as an ocean and 
balls represented ships.  
Balls were placed on 
the blanket and children 
created waves with 
the blanket. The game 
ended when all the balls 
were tossed overboard.

The preschool chil-
dren were present from 4 
to 5 p.m.  They enjoyed 
the books “Edward and 
the Pirates,” by David 
McPhail; “Do Pirates 
Take Baths?” by Kathy 
Tucker; “The No-Good 
Do-Good Pirates,” by 
Jim Kraft; and “How 
I Became a Pirate,” 
by Melinda Long.  

No pirate session 
would be complete with-
out the making of pirate 
hats for everyone so the 
children created hats as 

well as shoulder pets .  
After coloring pic-

tures of parrots, they 
attached the pictures to 
clothes pins which were 
then attached to their 
shirts at the shoulder.  
The session ended with 
the making waves game.  

The next session 
is scheduled Thurs-
day, June 10 for The 
Wonders of Water. 
It will be a bubbling 
good time!  Preschool 
through fifth graders 
are invited to attend. 

The summer read-
ing program continues 
through July 8. Registra-
tion may be completed 
during business hours.  
The library is open from 
10 a.m. to 6 p.m, Mon-
day through Saturday.

Expanding Facilities -- Expanding Services
· 24 hour emergency services
· Diabetes education
· General medical
· Laboratory
· Obstetrics
· Occupational/Physical/ Speech Therapy
· Radiology
· Respiratory therapy
· General surgery
· Swing bed

· Family health clinic

Experience remarkable patient care
619 South Clark

Lyons, KS  67554
Phone:  620-257-5173
www.ricecountyhospital.com

Rice County 
District Hospital

Above. Beyond.

The Family Health Clinic is now open 
and taking new patients.

Hours of operation are 9 a.m. – 4:30 p.m.
Call for an appointment 257-7150.

Co-pay expected at time of service.
Financial assistance available for those patients 

who qualify.
The FHC is staffed by 

Karen Root, ARNP, Family Nurse Practitioner

Serving the healthcare needs of 
Rice County for over 50 years

Summer program underway

(Left)  Emily Robl works on her silly pirate face craft. (Right) Sydni Wilson pins the parrot on 
the pirate at the Lyons Library. A weekly reading session is held each Thursday.

Animal trainer Clay Keys is surrounded by big cats during the Culpepper and Merriweather 
Circus at the Lyons High School parking lot.                                      (Photo by Godfrey Miheso)

COMPUTER AIDED DRAFTING CERTIFICATE
ASSOCIATE FACULTY MEMBER

Barton Community College is seeking Associate Faculty 
members to instruct in the Computer Aided Drafting (CAD) 
Certificate program. Teaching assignments may be during 
the day and evening at Barton Community College, and/or 
Department Of Corrections and Juvenile Justice Author-
ity secured facilities located in Larned and Ellsworth, Ks.  
Classes include: Technical Drafting I, Computer Aided and 
Draft/Design I & II. Documented work experience in the 
drafting industry with an emphasis on 2D and 3D is a re-
quirement. Preference will be given to applicants who have 
experience instructing incarcerated individuals. Bachelor’s 
degree preferred.  Please call (620) 792-9237, email 
humres@bartonccc.edu or write Barton Community Col-
lege, Office of Human Resources, 245 NE 30 RD, Great 
Bend KS  67530 for an application packet. Those who are 
hard of hearing or have difficulty speaking may use the 
Kansas Relay Service at 1-800-766-3777 or dial 711. Posi-
tions open until filled. Review of completed packets begins 
immediately. EOE


